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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Sidney Weatherford on 5/1 1/05. 

The application has been amended as follows: on page 3 of the Amendment filed on 
5/4/05, after "2. (Currently Amended)", Delete "A method of selecting a link set of a 
telecommunications network for routing a message having a destination point code and a 
signaling link selection code, comprising the steps of: maintaining a link selector value in a 
memory, wherein the link selector value is assigned an initial value and a maximum value; 
initializing the link selector value to the initial value; incrementing the link selector value to 
provide an incremented link selector value; and otherwise, if incrementing the link selector 
provides an incremented link selector value which is greater than the maximum value, resetting 
the link selector value to the initial value; determining that the message does not require in 
sequence delivery; and selecting the link set according to the combination of the destination 
point code, the signaling link selection code, and the link selector value;". 
And then insert ~A method of selecting a link set of a telecommunications network for routing a 
message having a destination point code and a signaling link selection code, comprising the steps 
of: maintaining a link selector value in a memory, wherein the link selector value is assigned an 
initial value and a maximum value, and wherein the step of maintaining a link selector value in 
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the memory further includes the steps of: a) initializing the link selector value to the initial value; 
b) incrementing the link selector value to provide an incremented link selector value; and c) 
otherwise, if incrementing the link selector provides an incremented link selector value which is 
greater than the maximum value, resetting the link selector value to the initial value; and 
determining that the message does not require in-sequence delivery; and selecting the link set 
according to the combination of the destination point code, the signaling link selection code, and 
the link selector code.— 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to a method of selecting a link set of a 
telecommunication network. Each independent claim identifies the uniquely distinct features: 
regarding claim 1 (originally filed claim 2), maintaining a link selector value in a memory, 
wherein the link selector value is assigned an initial value and a maximum value, and wherein 
the step of maintaining a link selector value in the memory further includes the steps of: a) 
initializing the link selector value to the initial value; b) incrementing the link selector value to 
provide an incremented link selector value; and c) otherwise, if incrementing the link selector 
provides an incremented link selector value which is greater than the maximum value, resetting 
the link selector value to the initial value; and determining that the message does not require in- 
sequence delivery; and selecting the link set according to the combination of the destination 
point code, the signaling link selection code, and the link selector code; regarding claim 8 
(originally filed claim 8), a link selector memory for maintaining a link selector value which is 
associated with an initial value and a maximum value, wherein the link selector value is 
initialized to the initial value, wherein the link selector value is incremented before the message 
is sent to the receiving node over the selected one of the load sharing link sets, and wherein the 
link selector value is reset to the initial value whenever incrementing the link selector value 
provides an incremented link selector value which is greater than the maximum value; regarding 
claim 9 (originally filed claim 10), a sending node; a memory node in electronic communication 
with the sending node, including a load sharing memory having a list of the load sharing link 
sets, a signaling link memory for storing a signaling link selection code, and a link selector 
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memory for maintaining a link selector value associated with a maximum value; and a receiving 
node in electronic communication with the sending node, wherein the message is routed to the 
receiving node over a selected one of the load sharing link sets causing the link selector value to 
be incremented, and wherein the link selector value is reset to the initial value whenever 
incrementing the link selector value provides an incremented link selector value which is greater 
than the maximum value. The closest prior art, Vileid et al. (US 6,778,500) and the admitted 
prior art disclose conventional communication system, either singularly or in combination, fail to 
anticipate or render the above features obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kwang B. Yao whose telephone number is 571-272-3182. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KWANG BIN YAO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER^ 
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